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Natural disasters in Europe
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   Facts about Saxony-Anhalt
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Area:     20.451,58 km²

Population:    2.135.597 (Stand: 31.12.2024)

Capital:     Magdeburg 

Budget 2025:    15,1 Mrd. €

Dept 2025:    22,4 Mrd. €

Rivers approx. 
26.800 km Dykes approx. 

1.600 km



River Elbe
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Length:   1.094 km (680 mi)

Area:   148.268 km² 

Saxony-Anhalt: approx. 300 km 

    (220 km dykes)

Course:  Czech Republik (Bohemia)

   Saxony

   Saxony-Anhalt

   Brandenburg

   Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania

   Lower Saxony

   Hamburg

   Schleswig-Holstein



Flood 2002
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Satellite image of the river Elbe
between Torgau and Aken 
before and during the flood

Pretzien

August 14, 2000

August 20, 2002



Flood 2013
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50 % of the 
dykes have 
been repaired 
since 2002



Flood 2013   
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Ten dyke 
breaches along 
the rivers Elbe, 
Saale, Mulde, 
Weiße and 
Schwarze Elster



Flood 2013
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The damage in 
Saxony-Anhalt 
amounts to 
€ 2.7 billion



Flood 2013
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Flood 2013
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Assignment of fire 
departments, police, aid 
organizations, Federal armed 
forces, THW and hundreds of 
volunteers
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Financing the repair of the flood damage

         

           

Financial Loss in Germany 2002 
approx. € 11 billion 

incl. Saxony-Anhalt 
approx. € 1 billion 

incl. Saxony-Anhalt 
approx. € 2.7 billion 

Financial loss in Germany in 2013 
approx. € 6.7 billion 

Sources of funding in Saxony-Anhalt

Federal and state reconstruction aid 
fund: approx. € 1.4 billion

EU Solidarity Fund: € 100 million 

Federal and state reconstruction aid 
fund: approx. € 800 million

EU Solidarity Fund: € 50 million 

State, municipalities, insurance 
companies, citizen, companies, 

charitable donation 

State, municipalities, insurance 
companies, citizen, companies, 

charitable donation 
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Adapted audit activity

Advising the government 
and parliament

Provision of 
administrative assistance

Ex-ante audit of the use 
of funds

Commitment of the State Court of Audit



Risk-oriented auditing approach 
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 Evaluation of the crisis management

Documentation of the flood damage

Double funding/overcompensation

Equal treatment

Subsidy fraud

Cause of damage: 
Development/dyke condition



Audit output – Replacement of an ice rink building
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Damage: € 13.7 million Flood aid: € 22.9 million
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Audit output – Replacement of an ice rink building

More flood aid than 
damage

Flood aid despite non-
fulfilment of conditions

No competition (violation 
of public procurement 

law)

Financing of non-eligible 
expenses

Findings



Audit output – Reconstruction of a Multimedia Centre
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During the 
flood 2013

After the 
reconstruction

Flood aid: € 21 millionDamage: € 20 million
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Audit output – Reconstruction of a Multimedia Centre

Tenant receives flood aid 
for new building

No competition (violation 
of public procurement 

law)

Destroyed studio 
equipment: 

damage € 1 million 
flood aid € 2 million 
(overcompensation)

Increase in rentable 
space after 

reconstruction

Findings



Conclusions 
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Construction ban in 
flood zones

Compulsory natural 
hazard insurance

No compensation for 
insurable damages

Flood-adapted 
construction

Determination and 
proof of the actual 

damage

Flood-proof site 
selection for state and 
municipal properties

Percentage limit on 
compensation

Setting de minimis 
limits

Technical flood 
protection and 

development of flood 
detention areas



Thank you very much for your 
attention!
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